
Hey there, fellow art enthusiasts! I’m
absolutely thrilled to share one of my favorite
drawing tutorials with you today. There’s
something truly magical about butterflies –
their delicate wings, vibrant colors, and
graceful flight patterns have captivated
artists for centuries. As someone who’s been
teaching kids (and adults!) how to draw for
years, I can confidently say that learning to
draw a butterfly is one of the most rewarding
experiences you can have with a pencil and
paper.
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Getting Started: What
You’ll Need
Before we dive into our butterfly adventure,
let me tell you what supplies I always keep
handy for this project. The beauty of drawing
butterflies is that you don’t need fancy or
expensive materials – just some basic supplies
that you probably already have at home!

First, grab a good pencil – I personally love
using a 2B pencil because it gives you nice,
smooth lines without being too dark or too
light. You’ll also want a clean eraser (I’m



partial to kneaded erasers, but any clean
eraser will do), some paper (regular copy
paper works perfectly fine), and if you’re
planning to add color later, some colored
pencils, markers, or crayons.

I always tell my students that the most
important tool is your enthusiasm and
willingness to practice. Don’t worry if your
first butterfly doesn’t look exactly like you
imagined – every artist, including myself, has
drawn plenty of wonky butterflies before
creating beautiful ones!

Understanding Butterfly
Anatomy
Now, here’s something I learned early in my



teaching career: understanding what you’re
drawing makes all the difference in the world.
When I first started teaching butterfly
drawing, I used to jump straight into the steps
without explaining the basic structure. Big
mistake! Once I began showing students the
simple anatomy of a butterfly, their drawings
improved dramatically.

A butterfly essentially consists of three main
parts: the body (which includes the head,
thorax, and abdomen), and two pairs of wings
(forewings and hindwings). Think of it like
this – the body is your central anchor, and the
wings are like four beautiful sails attached to
it.

The body runs straight down the middle and
is typically long and slender. The head is



small and round, the thorax (middle section)
is where the wings attach, and the abdomen
tapers down to a point. The wings are roughly
triangular, with the upper wings (forewings)
being larger than the lower wings
(hindwings).

Step 1: Drawing the Basic
Body Structure
Let’s start with the foundation – the body. I
always begin by drawing a simple vertical line
down the center of my paper. This line
doesn’t have to be perfectly straight
(butterflies aren’t robots, after all!), but it
should be reasonably vertical and about 2-3
inches long, depending on how large you
want your butterfly to be.



Next, I add a small circle at the top for the
head. Don’t make it too big – imagine a small
bead at the top of your line. Below that, I
draw a slightly larger oval shape for the
thorax. This is where all the magic happens in
a real butterfly – it’s where the wings and legs
attach. Finally, I complete the body with a
longer, tapered shape for the abdomen. Think
of it like an elongated teardrop that gets
narrower as it goes down.





At this stage, your drawing should look like a
simple stick figure without arms and legs.
That’s exactly what we want! Remember,
we’re building our butterfly step by step, and
this basic structure will guide everything else
we do.

Step 2: Creating the Wing
Framework
Now comes the fun part – adding the wings!
This is where I see students get most excited,
and honestly, it’s my favorite part too. The
key to beautiful butterfly wings is
understanding their basic shape and
symmetry.

Starting with the upper wings (forewings), I



draw a large, roughly triangular shape on
each side of the thorax. These wings should
be mirror images of each other – whatever I
draw on the left side, I try to match on the
right side. The wings should extend upward
and outward from the body, and they’re
typically the largest part of your butterfly.





For the lower wings (hindwings), I add
smaller, more rounded shapes below the
upper wings. These are usually about half the
size of the upper wings and have a more
curved, gentle appearance. Some butterfly
species have little “tails” on their hindwings,
which you can add as small pointed
extensions if you’d like.

Here’s a tip I always share with my students:
don’t worry about making the wings perfectly
symmetrical on your first try. Real butterflies
aren’t perfectly symmetrical either, and the
slight imperfections actually make your
drawing look more natural and alive.



Step 3: Adding Wing
Details and Patterns
This is where your butterfly really starts to
come alive! Wing patterns are what make
each butterfly species unique and beautiful. I
love this step because it’s where you can
really let your creativity shine.

Start by adding the basic wing structure lines.
These are the “veins” that you see on real
butterfly wings. Draw curved lines that
radiate out from the body toward the edges of
the wings. Think of them like the skeleton of
an umbrella – they provide structure and
support.





Next, add patterns. You can copy patterns
from real butterflies (Monarchs have beautiful
orange wings with black borders and white
spots), or you can create your own fantasy
patterns. I often encourage my students to
look at butterfly photos for inspiration, but
don’t feel like you have to copy them exactly.

Some popular pattern elements include:
circles or spots of various sizes, stripes that
follow the wing shape, borders around the
wing edges, and geometric patterns.
Remember, butterflies are nature’s artwork,
so there’s really no wrong way to decorate
your wings!



Step 4: Bringing Your
Butterfly to Life with Colors
If you’re adding color to your butterfly, this is
where the magic really happens. I always tell
my students that color is what transforms a
simple line drawing into a work of art that
seems to flutter right off the page.

Choose your colors thoughtfully. While real
butterflies come in almost every color
imaginable, some color combinations work
particularly well together. Orange and black
(like a Monarch), blue and white, yellow and
black, or purple and silver are all beautiful
choices.

Start with the lightest colors first, then



gradually add darker colors and details. This
technique helps prevent muddy colors and
gives you more control over the final result.
Don’t forget to leave some areas white or very
light – these highlights will make your
butterfly look three-dimensional and alive.



Consider adding shadows under your
butterfly to ground it on the page, and maybe



even add some simple flowers or leaves in the
background to create a complete scene.

Common Mistakes and How
to Avoid Them
In my years of teaching, I’ve noticed that
students tend to make the same few mistakes
when drawing butterflies. The good news is
that these are all easily fixable!

The most common mistake is making the
wings too small compared to the body.
Remember, butterfly wings are typically much
larger than the body – they need to be big
enough to lift the butterfly into flight! Another
frequent issue is making the wings too stiff
and geometric. Real butterfly wings have



gentle curves and organic shapes.

Students also often forget about symmetry.
While perfect symmetry isn’t necessary, your
butterfly will look more natural if the wings
are roughly the same size and shape on both
sides.

Fun Variations to Try
Once you’ve mastered the basic butterfly, try
these fun variations! Draw a butterfly landing
on a flower, create a whole collection of
different butterfly species, or design a fantasy
butterfly with impossible colors and patterns.

You might also try drawing butterflies from
different angles, or show the transformation
from caterpillar to chrysalis to butterfly. The



possibilities are endless!

Final Thoughts and
Encouragement
Drawing butterflies has brought me so much
joy over the years, both as an artist and as a
teacher. There’s something incredibly
satisfying about creating these beautiful
creatures with just a pencil and paper.
Remember, every professional artist started
exactly where you are now – with a blank
piece of paper and the desire to create
something beautiful.

Don’t be discouraged if your first few
butterflies don’t look exactly like you
envisioned. Art is a journey, not a destination,



and every drawing you create teaches you
something new. Keep practicing, keep
experimenting, and most importantly, keep
having fun with it!

I hope this tutorial has inspired you to pick up
a pencil and start drawing. Butterflies are
waiting to come alive under your artistic
touch!
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